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Jackson's gavel p 


Anthony Yturri of Jordan Valley has 
been named to succeed Glenn Jackson 
as chairman of the Transportation 
Commission. 

The announcement from Gov. Victor 
Atiyeh came shortly after Jackson’s last 
regular meeting with the commission on 
April 17 in Medford. 

Jackson was appointed to head the 
Economic Development Commission on 
March 21. Yturri is a former state 
senator and transportation 
commissioner. 


Attorney since 1937 


Yturri, 64, was born in Jordan 
Valley. His father is a storekeeper in 
Basque. He received his bachelor’s and 
law degrees from the University of 
Oregon. He has been in private law 
practice since 1937. 

He served in the Army’s 
Counter-Intelligence Corps during 
World War II, and was discharged as a 
captain. 

In the Senate, he guided passage of 
the new Oregon Criminal Code in 1971, 
the first major revision of the state’s 
criminal law in more than a century. He 
also served on transportation 
committees. 

Yturri’s appointment has been very 
well received by ODOT officials and 
commissioners. 


gegen ae=“1_can’t- think of .a better choice,”’ 


————— 
var 


said Portland Commissioner Peter Brix. 
“He has the experience, knows the 
Legislature and is well liked and 
respected by a wide spectrum of 
people.” 

In his letter of resignation to Atiyeh, 
Jackson wrote that he had the 
opportunity to work with a group of 
commissioners and staff ‘whose 
performance | think will top any of the 
SO stateste oa: , 

The letter is re-printed on page two. 


Parks budget 
cut $400,000 


‘Our worst fears have been 
confirmed,’’ said Parks Branch 
Administrator Dave Talbot, referring to 
an $400,000 legislative slash from the 
branch’s budget last month. 

“It’s clear, now, that there is no 
guarantee that the loss of our Highway 
Fund dollars will be replaced by General 
Funds,” he said. The cut could mean 

See STAFF, page five 
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Projects begin 


As weather permits, highway 
maintenance workers have been doing 
their ‘‘spring house cleaning” on 
Oregon’s highways. 

Crews have been sweeping roads to 
eliminate accumulated sand and gravel 
applied during icy weather last winter. 
The material must be removed to make 
driving safer, keep drains from clogging 
and to permit restriping. 

Some of the sand is recycled. Al 
Meyer, North Portland section foreman, 
has started a screening operation in his 
section to reclaim sand. It costs about 
$1.40 to recycle sand, compared to 
buying it new for $4 to $7. Less than 10 
percent is wasted during the process. 

Crews have begun restriping projects. 
Many of the painted lines were 
obliterated due to sand, tire chains and 
studded tires. About 24,000 miles of 
highway will be striped during the next 
few months. 

Other crews are busy cutting brush 
along right of ways to improve line of 
sight. Shoulders are being bladed to 
smooth rough edges. 

Because of dwindling funds, 
however, the “cosmetic” care of the 
system is expected to be reduced, 
according to division officials. All litter 
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Transportation Commissioner Peter Brix presented a model of the Jackson (1-205) 
Bridge on behalf of the commission to Glenn Jackson during a banquet in Medford 


April 16. Jackson 
Development Commission. 


left the commission 


last month to head the Economic 


, cosmetic’ jobs reduced 


pick-up will be done by the Youth 
Litter Patrol. Little, if any, will be done 
by regular personnel. 

Funds for the Youth Litter Patrol 
come from the sale of custom license 
plates. 

Grass in the right of way may get 


Crews are taking advantage of the 
Spring weather to repair roads and 
ready them for heavier summer 
maintenance work, like restriping. See 
story above. 


taller before it is mowed, provided it 
doesn’t interfere with driving safety. 
Litter barrels at highway turnouts will 
be serviced, but not as frequently as in 
the past, and fewer will be available. 
Also, rest area clean-ups will be reduced, 
along with mowing schedules. 


Open house 
set for NTW 


ODOT will celebrate National 
Transportation Week May 13-19 with 
open houses in Salem, Portland, Bend, 
LaGrande, Pendleton and Ontario. 

The open house in Salem will be at 
the Transportation Building May 17 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. There will be 
displays, demonstrations (including the 
air bag car), music by the Transtooters 
and refreshments. 

Portland’s open house will be held at 
the Lloyd Center on May 17. LaGrande, 
Pendleton and Ontario events will be 
held on three consecutive days, starting 
the 17th. Gov. Victor Atiyeh signed 
Oregon’s NTW proclammation. (See 
page five.) 


$21 million earmarked for projects 


The Transportation Commission 
approved spending $21 million at its 
April 17 meeting to restore 90 miles of 
winter-damaged road, and to replace 19 
deficient bridges. 

Most of the road damage occurred in 
the eastern portion of the state, 
according to State Highway Engineer 
Scott Coultersaiihe 2Ommilesmor 
resurfacing is estimated to cost $10 
million. 

“We plan to seek bids as soon as 
possible,”’ he said. “The projects will be 
financed with state funds from the 
current budget.” 


The projects include: 

© 9.9 miles on the Willamette 
Highway about 32 miles south of 
Oakridge, to cost $1,500,000. 

® 8.3 miles on The Dalles-California 
Highway just south of Madras, to cost 
$1,350,000. 

® 6.0 miles on the Wasco-Heppner 
Highway eight miles east of Condon, to 
cost $156,000. 

® 10.7 miles on the Crooked River 
and Madras-Prineville Highways 
(running through Prineville), to cost 
$300,000. 

© 12.2 miles on the Heppner and 


Lexington-Echo Highways (running 
through Lexington), to cost 
$2,000,000. 

® 12.0 miles on Sherman Highway 
near Shaniko, to cost $740,000. 

© 0.8 mile on Tualatin Valley 
Highway in Beaverton, to cost 
$200,000. 

© 11.7 miles of Three Rivers 
Highway 10 miles southeast of Hebo, to 
cost $900,000. 

@ 5.3 miles of Wallowa Lake 
Highway west of Enterprise, and three 
miles of the same highway four miles 

See BRIDGE , page three 
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Director's corner 


FRED KLABOE 


We all knew it had to come some 
day. Nevertheless, the ‘‘early 
retirement”? of Glenn Jackson after 20 
years on our Commission came as a 
great surprise. As you probably know 
by now, he is taking on a new 
challenge--that of chairman of the 
Economic Development Commission. 
Their gain is truly our loss. 

Perhaps more has been written about 
Glenn than any other individual in our 
state’s history. He has guided us through 
them2 O imo site alc GIViemny Cc ansmor 
transportation and, upon leaving, he 
must feel good and proud about it all. 
He has been and will continue to be an 
inspiration to all of us who know him. 


Welcome aboard 


Governor Atiyeh has appointed another old friend and great gentleman to replace 
Glenn. Tony Yturri, an attorney from Ontario, served on the commission between 
March 1973 and March 1975. Upon his confirmation by the Senate, he will be able 
to immediately begin working as chairman without having to learn all the difficulties 
of the job. Welcome aboard, Tony. We look forward to once again working with you. 


Excellent Budget presentations 


Our budget presentations to the Legislature have been completed. All division 
administrators and their staff were well prepared and did an excellent job. In fact, 
the presentations this year were the best I’ve heard. 


Drive 55 mph 


As the fuel shortage becomes more apparent, it’s increasingly important that we 
all drive at 55 mph or less. This is doubly true when using a state vehicle. 

Last week, the superintendent of State Police presented the governor with copies 
of 57 speeding tickets given to cars with “E”’ plates this year. While | don’t know 
how many of these were State-owned cars, or for that matter transportation cars, I’m 
sure we’re involved to some extent. The Executive Department will address itself to 
the matter soon. | hope no one from ODOT gets involved. 


Atiyeh, legislators negotiate fate of surplus 


By George Bell 


One of the biggest questions hanging 
fire in the Capitol is whether Governor 
Atiyeh and the Legislature will put any 
of the estimated $170 million General 
Fund surplus into the deteriorated state 
highway system. 

Up to the last few days in April, 


prospects were dim that any of the 
surplus would be earmarked for the 
roads. 

But now there are indications, as the 
Legislature enters its fifth month of the 
session, that minds may be changing. 

It’s still much too early to quote 
chapter and verse. In fact, in the final 
negotiations among the governor and 


Below is the letter of resignation written by Glenn Jackson to 


Gov. Atiyeh: 
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OH, DOTTIE ! 


the House and Senate, highways may 
not end up with an extra dime. 

Still, there are signs. Cracks are 
starting to be visible in the wall of 
resistance. 

From the beginning, a few legislators 
felt that all or part of the surplus should 
be put back into the roads. 

Blocking that attitude was the 
commitment Atiyeh and some 
legislators felt they had made to the 
voters during the campaign last fall that 
the surplus would be returned to the 
taxpayers in rebate checks. That was a 
pledge they felt should not be broken. 

Then a series of things began to 
happen that may have tempered that 
resolve. 

First, the severe winter weather 
broke the back of our already 
deteriorated highway system, and 
drivers all over the state began to 
complain about damage to their cars. 
And legislators drive, too. 

Secondly (as we’ve talked about 
earlier), SJR 7, the constitutional 
amendment that would limit the 
Highway Fund to highway uses, 
attracted enough co-sponsors to pass it 
on a roll call vote. And everyone seems 
confident the voters would approve it 
on a statewide ballot as soon as they got 
the chance. 

The third factor is that the taxpayers 
won’t really benefit all that much from 
a total rebate program. Costs of 
administering the rebate have been 
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WE'VE SOLVED THE POT-HOLE PROBLEM... 
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estimated at over $300,000, and the 
Internal Revenue Service (Uncle Sam’s 
jaws) would ultimately bite off about 
$34 million. 

Perhaps the straw that finally tipped 
the scales was a poll conducted by GMA 
Research Corp. during April which 
revealed that 60 percent of Portland 
metropolitan-area residents favored 
putting the surplus into highways, while 
only 36 percent wanted the money 
returned in rebate checks. 

(Support for putting the surplus into 
roads, incidentally, increased with 
income, and decreased with age, 
according to the poll.) 

In any case, the Senate Revenue 
Committee appears to be shaping a 
package that would earmark about $36 
million to be returned to the taxpayers, 
and a sizable (but as yet unspecified) 
amount to go directly into concrete and 
asphalt. 

When the outlines of such a package 
were described to Governor Atiyeh 
during the last week in April, he said he 
“would not veto”’ it. 

If, then, as some wise, old solon once 
said, politics is the ‘‘art of the possible,” 
the dimensions of a compromise, 
acceptable to Atiyeh and the Senate and 
the House, appear to be shaping up. 

Don’t hold your breath yet; but if 
you’re interested in adequate funds to 
refurbish Oregon’s highway system, the 
climate is looking better than it has for 
many, many years. 


Highway 47 workers thanked 


To the Editor: 


My wife and | would like to thank 
employees for the excellent job being 
done to keep Highway 47 open and 
repaired from the Sunset highway to 
Vernonia. 

During the winter, this stretch of 
road can be most difficult, but we have 
found the Highway Division crews to be 
responsible in keeping it safe. We also 
noticed that the crews are quick to 
repair winter damage as soon as feasible 


each spring. 

My wife, Marie, teaches at Hillsboro 
High School and travels this road five 
days a week. As the principal of the 
elementary schools in Vernonia, | am 
most conscious of road conditions. We 
feel that the Manning crew, headed by 
Horace King, deserves a pat on the back. 


Charles “‘Steve”’ and 
Marie D. Farrell 

6 B Street 

Vernonia, OR. 
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Dell Isham: 


‘Everbody has a stake in the 
multi-billion-dollar investment.’ 


The Senate Transportation 
Committee staged a round of hearings 
throughout the state in March to learn 
how the public wants to rescue the 
state’s deteriorating roads. 

The committee emerged with a 
12-point program that, if approved, 
would increase highway revenues by 
$243 million during 1979-81. 
Transportation officials estimate the 
repair bills at more than $1 billion to 
bring the system up to standard. 

VIA interviewed Committee 
Chairman Dell Isham (D-Lincoln City), 
on his impressions of the hearings, the 
public’s view of ODOT, and the stack of 
funding proposals the Legislature has up 
its sleeve to reclaim a highway system 
once considered among the nation’s 
best. 


VIA: Do Oregonians really think their 
roads are in serious trouble, and has this 
public sentiment increased substantially, 
say, from one or two years ago? 

ISHAM: Yes, there’s been an increase. 
The public doesn’t have the confidence 
that their Highway funds are being 
Spent on streets, roads and highways. 
They know some of it is going to other 
programs, like parks and state police. | 
think SJR 7 (constitutional amendment 
which would limit highway funds to 


highway uses) would pass 
overwhelmingly if it gets on the ballot. 
They are also willing to use General 
Funds for emergency repairs. But they 
still retain the concept that highway 
users should pay for the highways. 

VIA: From your comments, the 
department’s credibility with the public 
seems to be low -- how is our credibility, 
as far as the Highway Division is 
concerned? 

ISHAM: You’re right, it is a bit low, and 
that’s an issue that should be addressed. 
People have a suspicion that there is 
inefficiency in the Highway Division. 
VIA: Is that the leaning-on-the-shovel 
issue? 

ISHAM: At least one witness at each of 
our 15 hearings mentioned that 
example. But it runs deeper. They 
suspect people are leaning on the pencil 
as well. 

VIA: How did you respond when asked 
about the ‘‘shovel-leaners?” 

ISHAM: We try to check out specific 
incidents, but they have usually been 
proven to be false. The situation often 
doesn’t even involve a_ highway 
employee -- it can be a city or county 
worker. 

VIA: During the gas tax information 
campaigns last year and in 1976, we 
tended to hear in the non-metropolitan 
areas that ODOT has some bias in 


Senate Transportation Committee Chairman Dell Isham fields questions from VIA 
during an interview about hearings his committee held throughout the state. 


highway improvement priorities. To 
what extent did you pick up that bias? 
ISHAM: Every area assumes that it isn’t 
getting its share of highway funds. I’ve 
tried to explain that if there is a 
legitimate need, it can be addressed, but 
that the deterioration problems are 
statewide. 

VIA: What’s your opinion of the bill 
that would increase the Highway Fund 
allotment to cities and counties? 
ISHAM: We haven’t had a hearing on 
that yet. It really doesn’t solve 
anybody’s problem -- it just 
redistributes the poverty around to a 
different formula. 

VIA: Should we spend the $100 million 
in General Fund surplus on immediate 


Willamette parks to open soon 


Development of three new state 
parks along the Willamette River is 
proceeding on schedule, according to 
Master Planning Unit Supervisor 
Richard McCosh. 

McCosh said that although contracts 
won’t be completed until late summer, 
some use of the new parks near Eugene, 
Salem and Oregon City could begin 
within a month or two. 

Elijah Bristow State Park, named for 


This view of the Willamette River was taken from Willamette Mssion State Park just 


Lane County’s first settler, is located 
just below Dexter Dam on the middle 
fork of the Willamette. Willamette 
Mission State Park, which contains the 
site of Jason Lee’s first mission, is 
located on both sides of the river at 
Wheatland Ferry 12 miles north of 
Salem. Molalla River State Park 
encompasses the confluence of the 
Molalla and Pudding Rivers into the 
Willamette just upstream of the Canby 


Mill 


south of Wheatland Ferry near Salem. The park will open soon. 


Bridge program helps local 


Cont. from page one 
southeast of Enterprise, to cost 
$650,000. 

© 9.9 miles on the Pendleton-John 
Day Highway, 25 miles north of John 
Day, to cost $2,200,000. 


Bridge fund grows 


In 1978, Congress increased funds 
for the Special Bridge Replacement 
Program. Spread over several years, it 
provides Oregon with about $35-40 
million. (Funding will be 80 percent 
federal, 20 percent local government.) 

The 19 bridge projects approved by 
the Transportation Commission on 
April 17 will be done during the next 


six years for $11 million. In addition, 
about 10 projects are expected to begin 
on county roads and city streets on the 
federal-aid system. This does not 
include the estimated $20 million to 
replace Salem’s Center Street Bridge, 
which is under another phase of the 
program. 

Bridges on the state highway system 
earmarked for replacement are located 
throughout the state in Clatsop, Coos, 
Douglas, Gilliam, Hood River, Jackson, 
Klamath, Lane, Linn, Polk, Tillamook 
and Yamhill Counties. Price tags range 
from $100,000 to $4 million. Most are 
$250-to-$300,000. 

“The program is an excellent one,” 


Ferry. 

Each park is being developed 
according to a three-phase master plan. 
A total of $1 million in contract work is 
currently underway at the three parks 
for basic utilities, entrance roads, and 
access to first phase projects such as 
parking lots, toilet buildings, picnic 
areas and boat ramps. 

McCosh says it will be several more 
years before all first phase work at the 
parks is finished. The parks will be 
managed only part-time, at least for the 
time being. Armitage State Park 
Manager Rod Tolley will be responsible 
for Elijah Bristow; Champoeg Manager 
Floyd Mitchell will handle Willamette 
Mission; and Mclver Manager Gordon 
Grassick will spend part of his time at 
Molalla River. 

McCosh feels the new parks will 
stimulate more use of the Willamette 
River, although they are designed to 
minimize conflicts between power and 
non-power boaters. 

The river at Bristow is not used by 
power boats, while sloughs and smaller 
lakes and streams will satisfy non-power 
boaters at Willamette Mission and 
Molalla River. 

A fourth major Willamette River 
park, at Bowers Rocks near Albany, is 
years away, says McCosh, because land 
acquisition is far from complete. 


governments 


said Walt Hart, head of the Bridge 
Design Section. “It also extends the 
funds to local governments, where a real 
need exists. Some of our serious 
problems are on the off-system. Before, 
funds available to local governments 
were extremely limited.”’ 

Hart anticipates only a minor ODOT 
staff increase due to the program. 

“Our maintenance section has been 
conducting a thorough training program 
at the state and local level on how this 
program works,” he added. “The 
program covers bridge inspection, 
evaluation and capacity.”’ 

Bridge Maintenance Supervisor John 
Wood is in charge of the program. 


road repairs? What feedback from the 
public did you get on that issue? 
ISHAM: It was almost unanimous 
among local officials that the money go 
into potholes. Many citizens also felt 
that way. But there was a vociferous 
minority that testified the money 
should go back to the taxpayers since it 
wasn’t highway money in the first place. 
Many legislators, including myself, have 
gone on record supporting some kind of 
a rebate. It’s difficult to change a 
commitment — it looks like we're 
deceiving people, telling them one thing 
and doing another. That’s why | 
suggested that this be one of the three 
measures that we put on the ballot. 
Unfortunately, the Transportation 
Committee didn’t accept the idea. 

VIA: What response did you get 
regarding the variable tax during your 
hearings? 

ISHAM: | don’t think Oregonians have 
thought much about it, but they didn’t 
seem to be opposed to it when we 
discussed it. 

VIA: Wouldn’t they see it as another 
way of government raising taxes 
without their approval? 

ISHAM: I’m sure that would be the 
main argument against it. Under the 
plan, there would not be an increase 
until January 1981. There’s also a 
ceiling on increases. 

VIA: You developed a 12-point funding 
program as a result of the hearings. It 
includes legislation already introduced, 
like SJR 7. What are the critical 
elements of the program and how will it 
be received by the full Legislature? 
ISHAM: The main elements were the 
three ballot measures, one of which was 
rejected by the committee, SJR 7 and 
the variable tax. The rest in the program 
are fairly minor. Two are General Fund 
appropriations that have already passed 
the committee. There are some license 
fee and registration fee increases. 
Together, this should generate $243 
million a biennium in addition to the 
current revenues. 

VIA: Considering ODOT’s poor track 
record with voters, how will ODOT fare 
at the next election if the Legislature 
refers the measures to the voters? 
ISHAM: SJR 7 will pass. No doubt 
about it. Every poll, every hearing, has 
shown overwhelming support. The only 
question was whether it should be done 
by statute or constitution. 

VIA: Do you think voters will be in a 
different frame of mind than they were 
in during the last two gas tax measures? 
ISHAM: People are more convinced 
now about the road conditions. When 
we had the one-and two-cent tax 
increase votes, the roads were fairly 
smooth. Now the roads are costing the 
public money -- wheel alignments, tire 
repairs. But will that be enough for 
people to vote for variable gas tax 
increase? It hard to say. Everybody has 
a stake in the multi-billion dollar 
investment. Allowing the present 
situation to continue will lead to 
economic degradation. People don’t 
want that. But we have a responsibility, 
regardless of the political consequences, 
to put it on the ballot -- it’s that 
important. 
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condemnation. Things aren’t all that simple .. 


They'll negotiate clear 
to the courthouse steps 


The following is part of a series 
describing the different sections and 
units of ODOT. 


The title on the office door causes 
ONe Ww to pause sbejrorewenteninge 
CONDEMNATION UNIT, it reads. 

The title, says Supervisor Armand 
Riveness, expresses exactly what the 
unit does. Riveness and his staff, Frank 
Lowe and James Moisan, handle the 
details of getting an acquisition case to 
court after the property owner refuses 
to sell for what the department believes 
is a fair price. 

When a right of way agent 
encounters an unwilling seller and turns 
the file over to Condemnation, Riveness 
and his staff update the title 
information, double-check the appraisal, 
and send a final letter of offer to the 
property owner. If the offer is rejected, 
a complaint is drafted and the case is 
sent to the Trial Division of the Justice 
Department. 

Although condemnation proceedings 
sound like the final step in an 
acquisition dispute, Riveness insists the 
Right-of-Way agents keep talking. “We'll 
negotiate clear to the courthouse steps,” 
he says, and the facts bear him out. 
About three-fourths of the cases 
referred to his unit are settled prior to 
the court date. 

The state’s right of eminent domain 
is constitutionally limited to property 
needed for public use for which just 
compensation must be given. The 
Transportation Commission is 


empowered to authorize condemnation 
proceedings to acquire property for 
highways, parks and airports and related 
uses such as weigh stations, easements 
and maintenance facilities. 

Riveness says the type of acquisition 
has a bearing on whether it is likely to 
end up in condemnation proceedings. 
Partial takings are particularly 
susceptible because the homeowner or 
businessman often believes that 
chopping off five or ten feet for a 
highway widening destroys a great deal 
of the value of the remaining property. 

The Unit’s caseload has declined 
considerably since the heyday of major 
highway construction. Riveness says his 
office handled 78 cases in 1978 
compared with 159 cases in 1968. 
Support staff has also declined from 
three full-time to one part-time 
secretary. 

Despite the connotations of awesome 
power, and although he acknowledges 
an image of being the ‘“‘muscle’”’ in the 
whole acquisition process, Riveness 
retains a low-key, even-handed 
perspective on the job he has held for 
15 years. 

He can even manage a humorous 
comment on what many would consider 
a very serious business. 

When VIA asked if his Unit 
published an informational brochure to 
FIVCMLOMEP COP emaen Lenin ee the 
condemnation phase, Riveness observed 
that the only notice Condemnation ever 
gave was a knock on the back door in 
the middle of the night. 

SRO 2 See 


In the Condemnation Unit, from left: Armand Riveness, Frank ane aed Jim Moisan 


The following employees were 

promoted recently. 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Michael J. Anhorn, HWY, highway 
engineer 2, Grants Pass, to HE 3, 
Medford. 

Laverna Bernard, ADMIN, secretary 
to administrative assistant, Salem. 

Dennis B. Billings, HWY, HE 1 to 2, 
Salem. 

Eric Brook, HWY, 
technician 1 to 2, Salem. 

Donald L. Brumbaugh, HWY, ET 1 
to 2, Albany. 

James Buettner, 
Salem. 

Ralph J. Favorit, HWY, highway 
maintenance worker 2, Bend, to HMW 
4, Wasco. 

Darrell K. Falline, PARKS, ranger 1 
to 2, Emigrant Springs State Park. 

Jerry W. Hakes, HWY, HMW 2, 
Klamath Falls, to HMW 4, Coos Bay. 

Robert R. Harrison, PARKS, ET 1, 
Portland, to ET 2, Milwaukie. 

Shirley E. Hiatt, HWY, secretary to 


engineering 


HWY, ET 1 to 2, 


Elanor Carpenter, DMV 


admin. assist., LaGrande. 

Kenneth L. Hubert, HWY, ET 1 to 2, 
Portland. 

Royce L. Jackson, PARKS, ranger 1 
to 2, Harris Beach State Park. 

Jerry G. Killin, HWY, HMW 3 to 
highway maintenance supervisor 1, 
Coquille. 

Neil W. Krause, HWY, HMW 2 to ET 
1, Salem. 

Grace P. Ledford, ADMIN, secretary 
to AA, Salem. 

John D. Levenhagen, HWY, HMW 3 
to 4, Eugene. 

William F. Lien, HWY, ET 2, Salem, 
to ET 3, Bend. 


Melvin J. Linson, HWY, HE 3, 
Medford, to equipment superintendent 
1, Salem. 


Benny Luse, HWY, HMW 4, to safety 
representative 1, LaGrande. 

Mickey G. Allen, HWY, HE 1 to 2, 
Salem. 

Dennis R. Moore, HWY, HMW 3 to 
4, LaGrande. 

Wesley J. Mullenberg, PARKS, 
manager 2 to 3, Harris Beach State Park. 

Marvin L. Murphy, ADMIN, fiscal 
manager 3 to fiscal auditor 5, Salem. 

Richard L. Nantz, HWY, HMW 4, 


SAIF awards 


Ten crews earned SAIF Achievement 
Awards recently. They include: 

Engineering Crew 080-36, Pendleton; 
102,369 man-hours without time-loss 
injuries, H. N. VanCleave, supervisor. 

Engineering Crew 080-58, Burns; 
105,278 man-hours; Barry Hatcher, 
supervisor. 

Engineering Crew 080-67, Pendleton; 
159,844 man-hours; W. C. Ferguson, 
supervisor. 

Equipment Shops Crew 105-01, 
Bend; 103,243 man-hours; Jonas 
Hammack, supervisor. 

Electrical Crew 140-43, Bend; six 
continuous years; Lawrence Gettle, 
supervisor. 

Maintenance Crew 143-01, Chemult; 
150,000 man-hours; Jim Langeliers, 


Moving up the ranks 


Pendleton, to HMS 1, Cascade Locks. 

Dean E. Nelson, HWY, HMW 3 to 
HMS 1, LaGrande. 

Katherine E. Neuharth, ADMIN, 
programmer to senior programmer, 
Salem. 

Robert D. Oakes, HWY, HE 1 to HE 
2, Salem. 

David J. Pokorny, PARKS, ranger 1, 
Beverly Beach State Park, to ranger 2, 


"Neil Krause, HWY 


Prineville Reservoir State Park. 

Charles D. Russom, HWY, ET 2, 
Milwaukie, to HE 1, Beaverton. 

George P. Sackinger, HWY, HMW 2, 
Ontario, to ET 2, Bend. 

Dean K. Sukanen, PARKS, ranger 1 
to 2, Nehalem Bay State Park. 

Leland W. Towner, HWY, HMS 1 to 
2, Lakeview. 

John W. Viol, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Milwaukie. 

DMV PROMOTIONS 

Eleanor Carpenter, motor vehicle 

representative (MVR) 1 to 2, ott 


Ralph Favorit, HWY 


Randy Clark, MVR 1 to 2, Medford. 

Merrill Coy, MVR 1 to 2, Coos Bay. 

Harry E. Eustice, MVR 1 to 2, 
Gresham. 

Ben Hauck, MVR _ 3, 
manager 1, Salem. 

John Husselbee, MVR 2, LaGrande, 
to MVR 3, East Eugene. 

John Martin, MVR 3, Sandy, to 
office manager 1, Portland. 

Richard Martin, MVR 2 to office 
manager 1, Astoria. 

Carolyn Williams, clerical specialist, 
Salem, to MVR 1, Medford. 


10 crews 


supervisor. 

Maintenance Crew 151-01, 
183,377 man-hours; 
supervisor. 

Maintenance Crew 151-07, Ontario; 
146,636 man-hours; Craig Corder, 
supervisor. 

Maintenance Crew 152-02, Ukiah; 
160,962 man-hours; Danny Ryan, 
supervisor. 

Park Crew 440-09, Memaloose; 
151,270 man-hours; Ed Fischler, 
supervisor. 


to office 


Burns; 
Richard Tabor, 


Correction on last month’s SAIF 
award for Crew 420-11; 60,995 
man-hours were achieved by Nehalem 
Bay Park, not Cape Lookout, as was 
stated in the April issue. 
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I-205 contract goes to Minnesotta firms 


The contract to build the 
superstructure for the Glenn L. Jackson 
(1-205) Bridge was awarded last month 
to a joint Minneapolis, Minn.,venture: S. 
J. Groves and & Sons Co., and Guy F. 
Atkinson Co. 

Their bid was $71,584,280. Two 
other bids were received. They were 
from Peter Kiewit Sons’ Co., of 


ha 


Construction progress on the Jackson ( 


Vancouver Wash. ($77,901,660), and a 
joint venture of Fruin-Colnon and 
Willamette-Western Corp., St. Louis, 
Mo. ($84,485,000). 

John Howard, highway engineer in 
Region 1, will be ODOT’s resident 
engineer on the project. He will work 
under Projects Engineer Al Harwood. 
This is the fourth in a series of five 


1-205) Bridge is visible more and more, as 


piers “emerge” from the water. The contract for the superstructure was awarded last 


month. See story above. 


Air alerts up since ‘76, 
173 recorded last year 


During 1978, the Aeronautics 
Division was alerted to 173 “overdue”’ 
aircraft in Oregon. All but 12 were 
located safely on the ground. 

Searches for the remainder revealed 
11 crashes and 23 fatalities, with one 
aircraft still missing despite an 
extensive six-day search. 

Air alerts have increased over the 
past two years, according to 
Aeronautics Administrator Paul Burket. 
There were 161 alerts (eight searches, 
11 fatalities) in 1977, and 129 alerts 
(six searches, 11 fatalities) in 1976. 

There has been a 20 percent increase 
in aircraft and a six percent increase in 
pilots since 1976, Burket said. In 1978 
there were 4,350 aircraft and 10,039 
pilots registered last year. “Increased 
activity has certainly been one of the 
major reasons for increasing alerts and 
searches,” Burket said. 

The U.S. Air force, through its Air 


Force Rescue Coordination Center at 
Scott AFB in Illinois, is in charge of all 
inland search and rescue (SAR) 
operations in the U.S. 

But when it concerns missing aircraft 
with civilian personnel on non-regularly 
scheduled flights within the state, the 
responsibility for coordinating searches 
belongs to the Aeronautics Division, 
through a contract agreement with the 
USAF. 

Ralph McGinnis has coordinated the 
division’s SAR program since 1959. A 
24-hour alert is maintained, which 
requires help from other staffers -- 
Roger Ritchey, George Hochstetler and 
Burket. McGinnis keeps daily vigilance, 
but shares evening, weekend and 
holiday duty with the others. 
Telephones at home, and pocket 
“beepers” keep them in touch with the 
Federal Aviation Administration in 
Seattle and the USAF in Illinois. 


Staff to be reduced 10% 


Cont. from page one 
reducing his Salem staff by 10 percent, 
or six positions by July 1980. 

“The last place we would cut would 
be in field staff and public services,” he 
said, noting that seven full-time and 12 
seasonal positions were already 
eliminated from the budget before it 
was presented to the Joint Ways and 
Means Subcommittee. 

There is also a temporary hiring 
freeze, he said. 

The cut stems from a new budget 
policy adopted by Ways and Means. It 
limits General Funds to 
legislatively-mandated programs (like 
the Greenway Program), and establishes 
that park operations, maintenance and 
administration be funded solely from 


user fees, such as camping and 
recreational vehicle fees. User fee 
projections do not cover the projected 
operational, maintenance and 
administration costs. 

Talbot has appointed Deputy 
Administrator Warren Gaskill to head a 
Parks committee to review all Salem 
staff positions to determine which, if 
necessary, will be eliminated. Pat Nass, 
personnel specialist, and Gene Fletcher, 
fiscal specialist, will serve on the 
committee. 

Employees will submit information 
to them detailing their functions, and 
what the effects would be if their jobs 
were cut. Talbot will be working closely 
with Ways and Means on the budget 
during the next few weeks. 


contracts to build the $175 million 
bridge. The first contract for the North 
Channel substructure and embankment 
on Government Island was awarded to a 
joint venture of Willamette-Western 
Corp., Alaska Constructors, !nc., and 
General Constructions Gomstor 
$30,297,531. 

The second contract for the 
Washington Approach, awarded by the 
Washington Department of Highways, 
was awarded to Peter Kiewit Sons’ Co., 
Vancouver, for $12,871,577. The third 
contract for the South Channel Bridge 
was awarded to Willamette-Western 
Corp., Portland, for $35,688,000. 


Cancer drive 
held at ODOT 


“Cancer Prevention” is the theme of 
the 1979 American Cancer Society 
(ACS) Crusade being held through May 
11 in Oregon. Judy Peterson, Salem 
right of way agent, is heading the drive 
at Salem’s Transportation Building. 

ACS programs are scheduled for May 
2 to 4 in Salem. Region headquarters 
are being asked to contact ACS 
representatives to set up programs in 
their areas. 

Education programs in Salem include 
films, talks by medical doctors and 
question-answer periods. For women, 
sessions will be held May 2 hourly from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. and from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. at the Transportation 
Building Conference Room. On May 3, 
sessions will be held at the East Salem 
Highway Building from 8:30 to 10:30. 

Sessions for men will be held May 4 
at the Transportation Building 
Conference Room from 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. and from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

There will be no payroll deductions, 
billing, pledges or reminders, according 
to Peterson. Persons responsible for 
ODOT sections will be collecting 
donations. The Aeronautics and Motor 
Vehicle Divisions are conducting 
separate drives. 
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From left, 


The final contract remaining is for 
paving, signing and illumination, and is 
expected to be let in late 1980 at an 
estimated cost of $7 million. 

When completed in 1982, the bridge 
will be the final link in an eastside 
bypass of Portland and Vancouver. It 
will consist of twin structures, each 
7,460 feet long, between Government 
Island and the Washington shore. It will 
provide four 12-foot travel lanes with 
10-foot shoulders in each direction. 

The twin spans will be separated by a 
12-foot median, which will be occupied 
by a nine-foot combination 


bicycle/pedestrian way. 


Fee —e 


Ralph Eno 
36 years 


Newly retired: 


Four employees retired in March and 
April: 

Ralph A. Enos, highway maintenance 
worker 4, Coquille: 36 years. Retired 
April 30. 

Keith M. Rebo, highway engineer 2, 
Salem; 30 years. Retired March 31. 

Onesimo J. Baca, highway 
maintenance worker 2, LaGrande; 22 
years. Retired March 9. 

Melvin C. Monroe, right of way agent 
2, Portland; 8% years. Retired March 
Sik 


are ODOT’s NTW Coordinators Bob Gormsen and Rick 


Sjolander, ODOT Director Fred Klaboe, Gov. Atiyeh, Senator Dell Isham 
and Whitney Olson, coordinator for the private sector’s NTW activities. 


During an April 19 ceremony attended by several ODOT and other 
transportation officials, Gov. Victor Atiyeh proclaimed May 13 to 19 as 
“Transportation Week”’ in Oregon. Here is the text of his proclammation: 


“Serving Oregon on the Move” has been adopted as the slogan for 
Oregon’s observance of this special week devoted to one of the state’s most 
vital activities. Transportation is the lifeblood of Oregon’s economic success. 

It played a vital role in the opening of the Oregon Territory, and since 


those early days, 


its importance has steadily increased. While our 


transportation systems have increased in recent years, they can still be made 
more efficient, accessible, and responsive to the needs of Oregonians. 

Because of the importance of transportation to Oregon, | urge citizens to 
take advantage of the special displays and ‘‘open houses” being conducted 
by transportation agencies across the state and further acquaint themselves 
with what is happening in the field of transportation. 

The men and women who constitute the work force of our great 
transportation system should be justly recognized for their outstanding 
contribution to the daily needs of every farm, home and business in our 


communities. 


Therefore, as Governor of Oregon, | proclaim May 13-19, 1979, as 
“Transportation Week” in Oregon, and call upon all Oregonians to inform 
themselves of the many benefits made possible by those in our 


transportation agencies. 
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LOU CORNISH, DMV 
Office Manager, Tillamook 


We can’t eliminate PUC permits, but we 
sure can simplify them. Office 
transactions now take 15 to 20 minutes. 
We could shorten it by just giving the 
applicants a step-by-step booklet and 
form to fill out and mail in on their 
own. We could sell them temporary 
stickers at the same time -- which would 
keep them legal until they get the 
permanent ones in the mail. 


DORIS DETER, ADMIN 
Personnel technician, Salem 


When transferring to DOT from Highway, 
because of different accounting systems, 
employees have to repeat a lot of paper 
work -- as if they are transferring from 
one state agency to another. We have to 
get them re-signed up for payroll 
deductions, etc. | know nothing can be 
done about this for the time being, but 
it does cause a lot of extra work for 
personnel people, and other employees. 


CHUCK GODFREY, HWY 
ET 1, Eugene 


With the increased availability of 
computers and terminals, the present 
payroll system seems overly complex as 
well as outdated. Many large private 
companies, including banks, use 
computers for all financial transactions. 
This method could potentially reduce 
the payroll procedure to a once-a-month 
entry made shortly before paychecks 
are issued. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. 
He selects his 
subjects. 
frame the question of the 
month. Answers are edited 
only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


own 
VIA’s editors 


RUTH WOOLLEY, HWY 
Clerical assistant, Medford 


Paper work for logo signs is 
time-consuming and confusing. 
Sometimes there are 15 to 20 papers 
associated with one sign transaction. 
The program could be improved. 


PETE PETERSON, HWY 
Office manager, Klamath Falls 


Field purchase orders (FPOs) are a 
bottle neck area. It is my understanding 
that they are measured by the foot, 
rather than by number in Salem. A 
simple $1,000 expense account for the 
district engineer would pay for 66 small 
FPOs ($15) for a savings of $231 to the 
state. Multiply this by the number of 
district and resident engineers, and 
hundreds of FPOs they send in each 
year, and you have quite a savings. 


revised or eliminated? 


PIETER DYKMAN, HWY 
Research Unit supervisor, Salem 


Memomania is the worst red tape in this 
or most organizations. Too many people 
won’t trust a verbal record or a few 
notes to accomplish a job or goal. They 
appear to need the security to cover 
their derrieres. 


JUDY CHAMBERLAIN, PARKS 
Cler. Asst., Honeyman State Park 


We should change the way we handle 
price agreements. We have agreements 
to purchase supplies from certain 
vendors. The supplies this field office 
needs are often small and could be 
purchased locally and for less money. 
Also, the shipping time often holds up a 
project. We should buy bigger, regular 
supplies like propane through purchase 
agreements, but we should be given 
more flexibility to buy items under 
$100. 


What is ODOT’s worst “‘red tape” procedure you think should be either 
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MARION CROW, HWY 
HMS 3, La Grande 


We could do away with some of the 
explanations we have to include on 
everyday expense statements under the 
Maintenance Management System. The 
number codes assigned to these 
statements are enough explanation to 
those who read these reports. We could 
also do away with certain codes on field 
purchase orders. 


ROBERTA PROBASCO, DMV 
MVR 3, Ontario 


| agree there seems to be too much “‘red 
tape.”” But in my opinion, | can’t see 
what could be eliminated to keep the 
department as efficient as we feel it is 
being run. 


DORIE ST. CLAIRE, DMV 
MVR 1, E. Portland 


In the Metro area, drivers have to pass 
DEQ auto emission standards before 
registering their cars. The idea behind it 
is good — but our customers have 
trouble meeting the standards and 
keeping their cars running well. Many 
end up servicing their cars twice, once 
for emission controls in order to get 
registrations from us, then again to 
correct the performance problems 
caused by the controls. The second job, 
however, often lowers the standards 
again, so itS self-defeating and ends up 
just costing a lot of money and making 
customers unhappy. 
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Benefits top retirement reasons 


Early retirements among Highway 
Division employees have increased 
dramatically in the past few years. The 
main reasons, according to a recent 
survey, are better benefits, leisure, and 
job dissatisfaction. 

ODOT personnel records show that 
three out of every four retirements have 
been voluntary since the 1975 
Legislature dropped the full benefit age 
from 65 to 60. Most of the early 
retirements come at age 62, an age 
which coincides with the start of Social 
Security’s payments. 

One-fifth of the Highway Division’s 
voluntary retirees since 1974 
participated in the mail survey 
developed by VIA Editor Shannon 
Allen. 

The survey listed nine reasons for 
early retirement and asked respondents 
to number them in order of importance. 

Collecting full benefits without 
waiting until age 65 was the major 
reason for early retirement. Sixty-three 
percent of the retirees checked benefits, 
and 29 percent listed it as their most 
important or only reason. 


Reasons combined 


Most respondents listed more than 
one reason for retiring early. Almost 
half of those who cited good benefits 
also checked the desire to spend more 
time with hobbies and travel. About a 
third of those who checked benefits 
were unhappy with the way the 
department was being run, while poor 
health was cited by about one-fourth of 
those who checked benefits. 

While unhappiness with the 
department was, overall, ranked third in 
importance among all of the 
respondents, it was listed as the main or 
only reason by nearly 20 percent, the 
same percentage that listed leisure 
activities as their main or only reason. 

Early retirement is a west-trending 
phenomena, says ODOT Personnel 
Manager Carl Hobson. He notes 
Statistics that show the average 
retirement age highest on the east coast 
with a steady decline as you move west. 

Hobson attributes the desire to retire 
early here to a_ recreation-oriented 
lifestyle. Seniors generally keep doing 
what they’ve done their whole lives, he 
says, and they’re much more wrapped 
up in their jobs back east. 


New center shaping up 


= 


ODOT Deputy Director Fred Miller 
noted the element of dissatisfaction 
with the agency or with job conditions 
revealed by the survey, and said that if 
there are legitimate points of complaint, 
ODOT should have channels to deal 
with them. 

Nearly every retiree who checked “‘! 
was not feeling satisfied or fulfilled in 
my job,” also checked “I was not happy 
with the way the department was being 
run,” although the reverse was not true. 

Those who checked dissatisfaction as 
a reason were asked to explain what 
troubled them. The 19 responses fell 
into these categories: poor promotional 
Opportunities and personnel system; too 
much administration and paper work; 
and shortage of money and manpower 
to do the required work. 

Here is a sample of responses: 

“The sections were too big for the 
amount of men and money. Too many 
engineers, too many wheels and not 
enough workers.” 

“‘No backing of field personnel, 
especially from Salem. This also causes 
resident engineers to not want to stick 
their necks out.” 

“Radical changes in organization and 
policy with little or no advance 
warning.”’ 


RA. 2 
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The retirees seem to be a happy 
bunch. Ninety-five percent said they 
had made the right decision to retire 
early. 


Survey respondents were given a list of nine reasons (plus ‘‘other’’) for 
early retirement and asked to number them in order of importance. Most 
numbered between one and three reasons. The response ranking is given 
below. 


MOST IMPORTANT REASON 


. MY RETIREMENT BENEFITS WERE AS GOOD, OR ALMOST AS 
GOOD, AS THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN HAD | WAITED UNTIL 
AGE 65 TO RETIRE. 


IMPORTANT REASONS 


. | WANTED TO TRAVEL AND ENJOY THE HOBBIES | DIDN'T 
HAVE TIME FOR EARLIER. 

. | WAS NOT HAPPY WITH THE WAY THE DEPARTMENT WAS 
BEING RUN. 


SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT REASONS 


. MY HEALTH WAS POOR. 
. | WAS NOT FEELING SATISFIED OR FULFILLED IN MY JOB. 


LISTED BY ONLY A FEW 


. | WANTED TO START MY OWN BUSINESS. 

. | WANTED TO MOVE TO A WARMER, DRIER, OR OTHER TYPE 
OF CLIMATE. 

. |WANTED TO WORK FOR ANOTHER COMPANY OR AGENCY. 

. MY SPOUSE WAS RETIRING, SO | DECIDED TO RETIRE ALSO. 

5 Olllalisls 


The survey was mailed to a random sample of early retirees. Forty-two 
percent of the respondents completed and returned the survey. Ninety-five 
percent continue to reside in Oregon. All respondents are male and nearly 
80 percent list their present health as ““Good”’. 


Former employees die 


Harold L. (Skip) Spooner died April 
22 at his home in Salem after a long 


Doug Parkes, 83, died March 20, at 
the Salem Convalescent Center. 


ee ~ 


The new Silver Falls Conference Center 
should be ready by next fall. Two 
dorms, designed by Joe Paiva of the 
Parks Branch, will house 24 people. A 
dining hall is also being included. At left 
is Gary Schmidt, new manager at Silver 
Falls State Park. With him is Jeanne 
Foster, who will manage the center. 
Foster is the first woman to become a 
manager in the Parks Branch -- (see 
story, page eight). The center is 
designed to meet the convention and 
training needs of state agencies at low 
cost. The smaller photo at right shows 
the interior of one of the dorms. Both 
include day-use areas. 


He began with the Highway Division 
in 1935 as a rock checker for 
construction. In 1942 he moved to 
office engineering where he worked 
until his retirement in 1965. 

He will be remembered as part of a 
popular ‘team’ of highway office 
engineers who worked together during 
the era of accelerated highway 
construction. 

His son, Bud, has worked for the 
Highway Division for 32 years, and 
presently works in the Engineering 
Section. 


Crew gets SAIF 


The Materials and Research Section 
of the Highway Division earned a SAIF 
Achievement Award for accumulating 
387,000 man-hours without time-loss 
injuries. 

The 45-member crew is supervised by 
John Jenkins. More SAIF awards are 
listed on page four . 


illness. He was 66. 

Spooner retired from the Highway 
Division in 1975 as a landscape 
architect. Born in McMinnville, he 
moved to Salem in 1947 and started 
working for the department in 1948 as a 
civil engineer. 


George Danforth died March 26 at 
The Veterans Hospital in Vancouver, 
Wn. after a long illness. He was 71. 

Danforth worked 34 years for ODOT 
before retiring in 1972. He lived in 
Tillamook. 

He was also a retired Lt. Col. of the 
U.S. Army, and was a past master of 
Tillamook Lodge No. 57 and was active 
in several other service organizations. 


Loyd H. Best, former bridge 
supervisor in Coquille, died suddenly at 
his home March 25. He had been in 
good health. 

Best, 70, started with the department 
in 1954 as a highway maintenance 
worker. He retired in 1973 as a 
maintenance foreman 3. 
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By Shannon Priem Allen 


When Jeanne Foster started with the 
Parks Branch as a clerk in 1972, she 
planned to work only six months. 

But things don’t always work out as 
planned. Last March, Foster became the 
first female to break into the ranks of 
park manager. She will head up the new 
Silver Falls Conference Center 
scheduled to open next fall. 

The promotion wasn’t just a lucky 
break for the striking 25-year-old. She 
worked for it, which involved starting at 
the bottom, risking her job security and 
accepting a “demotion” to stick with 
the Parks Branch. 

“Tl love working outside and wanted 
the experience, so | left the secretary 
job in Salem to be a park aide at 
Champoeg,”’ she said. “It was only 
temporary, but | was tired of being 
cooped up in an office.” 

To stay in the branch after the 
six-month job was up, she became a 
clerical assistant at Champoeg -- lesser 
pay but a permanent job. “Cabin fever” 
got the best of her again, however. 

“It was fine at first, but pretty soon | 
was spending all my time inside on the 
books,” she said. “But | was learning a 
lot about management, working closely 
with three managers and learning from 
their mistakes as well as successes.” 

She also considered the clerical job a 
low-paying “dead-end,” so in 1978 she 
went back to cleaning restrooms, 
digging trenches and other park 


maintenance chores -- only earning more 
money as a ranger. 


Affirmative action helped 


Although she was well qualified, 
Foster said she owes part of her 
promotional opportunity to the 
branch’s emphasis on affirmative action. 

“The roles women play have changed 
drastically in parks,” she said. “When | 
first got here it was tough to break in 
the higher levels. Now they’re 
aggressively looking for women.” 

Foster admits that she had it easier 
than other female rangers. “The guys | 
worked with were willing to help and 
teach me. They weren’t resentful. | 
think other women have had a tougher 
time being accepted.” 

Raised on a farm in Donald, Foster is 
no stranger to machinery and manual 
chores. She raised pigs, cleaned out 
barns, ‘“‘did all the menial labor,” she 
remembers, with a laugh. 

Foster decided to make a career in 
the branch soon after becoming a 
ranger. “‘I liked the added responsibility 
and wanted to increase it,’”’ she said. 
“I?d eventually like to get more 
technical knowledge about materials 
and equipment so | can move into 


broader park maintenance jobs. 
Someday I’d like to manage a full 
park.” 


Managing the new conference center, 
however, is enough challenge for now. 
“1 was shocked when | got the job,” 
she says. “I really didn’t think | had a 


Trans ~Trivia, 


TRANSPORTATION QUIZ 


1. Cape Blanco State park was named after the coastal headland bearing 
that name. What was the headland named for? 


a. It was named after a similar coastal headland in Spain. 
b. It was named for its white color during early Spanish exploration of 


the Southern Oregon coast. 


c. It was named after the famed white cape worn by Patrick Hughes, who 


settled the land in 1860. 


2. Early Highway Department traffic officers, between 1922 and 1924, 


had what duties? 


a. Arresting drunk drivers and drivers of over-loaded trucks. 
b. Inspecting aircraft and pilot licenses. 
c. Catching stray dogs, helping travelers “bed down” for the night. 


d. All of the above. 


3. ODOT pays tax on the gasoline it uses. 


a. True b. False 


4. The first car purchased by the Highway Department in 1917 was: 
a. Model T Ford b. Maxwell c. Chevrolet. 


Foster: ‘Parks has made drastic 


chance.”’ Foster is arranging contracts, 
planning and ordering supplies like 
linens and furniture, and will head the 
promotion efforts. 

“This is a new venture for Parks, so 
we’re all starting from scratch,” she 
says. ‘‘I’ve talked to other park agencies 
to learn what mistakes we should 
avoid.” 

The center is aimed at providing 
low-cost facilities for state agency 
training and conference needs, Foster 
explains. Other groups will eventually 
use it also. 

The rustic buildings blend into the 
thick forest setting, and will 
accommodate about 36 people. Some 
existing buildings are being remodelled 
to provide dining and more sleeping 
area. 

“We’re planning a slide show and 
brochure,”’ Foster says, ‘“‘and I’ll take 
them everywhere, if | have to, to sell the 
place. | really love it here and want the 
project to work. It’s an ideal way to cut 
costs, and it’s close, which is great, 


DOOOOMOOOOOACOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOO OOOO OOOCeeere: 


changes for women.” 


considering the gas shortage.” 

Foster lives with her husband Gary in 
Woodburn. The drive to work is long, 
but pleasant. How has the new job 
affected her home life? 

“Well, we don’t have time to do 
some of the things we used to do,” she 
says, ‘“but Gary is really glad | got the 
job; he’s supportive.” 

When asked whether they plan to 
have children, she laughed. ‘“‘You know, 
| planned to have all my kids before the 
age of 25. Well, maybe you should 
check in on me when I’m 30. 

“We want to have kids, but I’m not 
sure whether I’m organized enough to 
have them and a career at the same 
time.” 

Now, pursuing a career is important 
to Foster. “I can always change, or get 
tired of it. But if | had kids without 
attempting a career, | think I’d feel 
cheated, wondering if | could have made 
a go of it. At least I’ll have tried. Once 
you have kids, that responsibility lasts 
about 20 years. It’s a big decision.” 
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Retirees let us know what's happening 


Recording history 


Ann Lossner, 544 Juedes Ave. N., Salem 
97303. Resigned, 1973. 

After leaving ODOT, Mrs. Lossner 
worked for the State Land Division. 
After retiring, she began her writing 
career. 

“| have undertaken a very interesting 
project -- that of interviewing long-time 
Keizer residents and recording their 
histories,’ she writes. “This has led to 
the publication of several articles, one in 
the March issue of the new SALEM 
Magazine.” 


Breeding winners 


Fred Jeter, 36475 Crackerneck Dr., 
Scio, 97374. Retired, 1976. 
Fred and his wife Ann have been 


ANSWERS TO QUIZ: 1-b; 2-d; 3-a; 


4-b, it was bought for $755. 


breeding Black Angus cattle. “Fred is 
devoted to his herd of registered 
cattle,” writes Ann. “He is breeding 
them to outstanding bulls through 
artificial insemination and beginning to 
learn how to fit them for the show 
ring.” 

They are active in the trade 
associations and Fred occasionally visits 
other herd breeders. The couple would 
enjoy showing old friends and former 
colleagues around the ranch, and 
encourage visitors. 


Past the dying age 


Bill Lockyear, 1914 East 17th Ave., 
Eugene. Retired 1968. 

The Lockyears enjoy ‘keeping 
young” by renting part of their large 
house to two students who attend the 
University of Oregon. 

On the other hand, Bill, 79, jokes 
that he’s ‘“‘past the dying age.” They 
keep busy in their garden, frequent their 
cottage at Florence and have taken 


several trips, including a long boat trip 
to Alaska last year to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary. Bill also 
keeps a daily diary, which he started 36 
years ago. : 

“| keep busy cooking and knitting 
because our two sons have moved closer 
to home and we enjoy visiting them,” 


Mrs. Lockyear said, adding with a laugh, 
“although Bill has retired, | haven’t.” 

Bill also told VIA that his mother 
died April 5 at the age of 102. “She had 
12 children, and 10 are still living.” 

Bill worked 46% years for the 
department and enjoys keeping tabs on 
ODOT. 
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